
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

Wednesday, February 1, 2017  

 

Minutes 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 

Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Albert A. Natelli, Jr. and Peter J. 

Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Assistant Superintendent of Parks 

Michael S. Manware 

Absent/Excused:  Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo and Commissioner Robert E. Galati 

 

There was a quorum. 

 

MINUTES: 

Commissioner Natelli made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the 

minutes of the January 11, 2017 special meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 

 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 

 

REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 

Mr. Lapreay gave an update on his budget meeting with the Town Manager.  Mr. Brumback 

asked about the subsidies to the Arts Council and the Festival Chorale.  The Town Manager said 

he would review and get back to Mr. Lapreay.  There did not seem to be any issues with other 

line items in the budget. 

 

Programs.  Programs in progress or beginning shortly were listed on the report.  Mr. Lapreay 

spoke about a few new programs.  A Tennis Strategies program will be held beginning at the end 

of February for six weeks by the same instructor we use for the tennis programs.  It is for kids.  

There have been a lot of calls about it and good sign-ups.  Commissioner Natelli asked if, 

considering the interest in tennis, we could get some tickets to the New Haven tennis 

tournament.  Mr. Lapreay will look into a bus trip for it.  He would also have to have chaperones 

for it. 

 

Girls’ Volleyball registration is open.  It starts early March.  This year we are adding a Boys 

program as well through a volleyball club.  Same age group – through middle school.  In summer 

we will try Sand Volleyball at Recreation Park. 

 

Special Needs Camps.  Camp RISE will start again for this coming summer.  Mr. Lapreay met 

with folks from the school system.  This year we will try to extend the camp to grades 2 to 5.  

Mr. Lapreay is reaching out to counselors to see who will come back and also to organizations 
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who donated last year to see if they are willing to donate again.  A Multi-Sport Camp for ages 3 

to 7 will be held at DePaolo for five weeks.  Also new is a Track & Field Camp at the high 

school which is a one-week camp.   

 

Playground Camp.  Letters are going out to staff to see who is returning this year.  It’s early but 

we are trying to get a jump on the program. 

 

League registrations for youth baseball and softball are open online and at the high school.  The 

last in person registration at the high school is on Saturday.  The Soccer Club has their spring 

program as well. 

 

Music on the Green.  Sponsorship letters are out; pretty much all are back.  We are starting to 

book bands once we know the sponsorship levels. 

 

There were no questions for Mr. Lapreay.  Motion was made by Commissioner Romano, 

seconded by Commissioner Natelli to accept the report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion 

carried. 

 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that the ice rink is holding water but the temperatures have not cooperated 

to freeze it.  Six inches of ice are considered necessary for skating.  Mention was made about a 

recent newspaper article talking about the Memorial Pond for skating.  That was incorrect for 

this year.  Memorial Pond will be considered for next year as some work needs to be done first. 

 

League Dumpsters.  Mr. Manware noticed that people were using the dumpsters for personal 

trash.  He spoke with the leagues and they will either remove the dumpsters or at least put a 

locking mechanism on them to prevent illegal dumping. 

 

Regular Maintenance.  Pear pruning was done on Center Street and some on Riccio Way.  The 

crew continues brush cutting and clearing in the parks.  Basketball backboards have been cleaned 

up and painted.  Trail maintenance at Panthorn is done and Crescent Lake is next while there is 

no snow.  We have had a couple of snow events.   

 

In response to a question, Mr. Manware said they made some adjustments for storing items to 

keep like things together.  It is working for now. 

 

Merger Update.  Mr. Manware announced that the Parks Department would be moving to the 

Highway Department facility beginning Monday, February 6.  They are starting to move things 

such as lockers this week.  The Parks garage building is expected to be a mechanics bay.  

Commissioners had some questions about why the merger was happening, space, etc.  More 

information would be provided during the Executive Session. 

 

Sport League Building List.  Mr. Manware provided a list to members.  He also has pictures that 

he will put in a binder for background to make it easier to determine which building is being 

referred to.  Chairman Fasulo asked if the list could be emailed to the board so the two absent 

members could see it.  He will also have a discussion with Mark Sciota about how to proceed 
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from here.  Mr. Manware will see that the email is sent. 

 

Commissioner Natelli made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 

Parks, seconded by Commissioner Romano.  Motion carried. 

 

REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS, DIRECTOR OF RECREATION AND 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS:  No reports. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

1.  Field Rental Fees.  Mr. Lapreay handed out a Field Rental Fee Policy which included 

suggestions from the last meeting.  It includes a priority list of groups using fields.  Chairman 

Fasulo said he reviewed it this afternoon and likes it but no action would be taken tonight in 

order for other members to have time to review it.  Mr. Lapreay was asked if he would email the 

policy to the board and it will be discussed at the next meeting for action. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  At 6:50 p.m., Commissioner Natelli made a motion to go into Executive 

Session.  Seconded by Commissioner Romano.  Motion carried. 

 

The board came out of executive session upon a motion by Commissioner Natelli and seconded 

by Commissioner Romano and returned to regular session. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner Natelli to adjourn the regular 

meeting at 7:17 p.m.   

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Patricia Berardinelli 

      Recording Secretary 


